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Sky and Purpose in Prehistoric Malta:
Sun, Moon, and Stars at the Temples of Mnajdra

The megalithic temples of Malta, one of unesco’s World Heritage sites, have been a con-
tinued attraction for exploring unanswered questions about prehistoric culture. In this
book, Tore Lomsdalen situates the temples in their archaeological context and reviews the
archaeoastronomical surveys of them. He then turns to the question of intentionality in the
alignment of the Mnajdra South temple. Lomsdalen presents the results of years of fieldwork
conducted at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David and introduces new evidence about
and insights into the quixotic temple architecture and its relationships with the sky.

“Through careful and persistent studies, Tore Lomsdalen has transformed the temple of Mnaj-
dra into a living demanstration of the enduring power of the ancient siin.”

—DR. KIM MALVILLE, DEPARTMENT OF ASTROPHYSICAL AND

PLAMETARY SCIENCES, UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

A highly provocative reconsideration of the archagoastronomy of the megalithic temples of Malta,
which has charted out and explored a new research agenda for the subject.”
— DR. REUBEN GRIMA, DEPARTMENT OF THE BUILT HERITAGE, UNIVERSITY OF MALTA

“This book raises the standard of archaeoastronomical studies of prehistoric Europe. A must-reac
for anyone interested in this emerging topic’.
—_DR. FABIO SILVA; INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

Tore Lomsdalen holds an ma in Cultural Astronomy and Astrolegy from the University of Wales
Trinity Saint David and a certificate from the Faculty of Astrological Studies in London. His re-
search interests include archaeoastroriomy, cosmalogy and, especially, Maltese temples.
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